
 

Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Neighbourhood Plan Consultation – results now available 
 Thank you to everyone who completed our questionnaire late last year. 
The Neighbourhood Plan Review Group were pleased that, of those that 
responded, most residents supported the proposed vision and aims. 
Some suggested an improvement to Aim 7 (to tackle traffic issues in 
other settlements as well as Astbury village) which we will adopt. Many 
respondents submitted thoughtful comments, all of which we will consid-
er as we proceed. 

You can read the summarised responses, including all   comments 
at astbury-parish.org.uk/survey2022results and you can check 
what we’ve done and what we still need to do on our website at 
astbury-parish.org.uk/neighbourhood-plan/. 

 Nick Sharman NPRG team lead 

 
ELECTIONS 

  
Important Notice about Elections! 
 
 
Voter ID 

Electors will have to show an approved form of photo identification 
before voting in a polling station. 

A free electoral identity document (voter card) will be available 
from the ERO. 

The voter card application process is due to start in January 2023. 
It is currently expected to be in place at elections taking place 

from May 2023. 

There will be a specific list of documents that can be   accepted as a 
valid form of voter ID including passports and driving licences.   

Where an elector does not have the required form of ID they will be 
issued with a voter card free of charge.  These can be applied for on-
line via a central government system, or by way of a paper application. 

The deadline for applications for electoral identity      documents will be 
5pm, 6 working days ahead of a poll.  (This deadline was recently 
changed from 5pm the day before a poll). 

Electors can request a voter card at the same time as making their ap-
plication to register to vote. 

The Returning Officer will be required to have a process in place for 
checking ID at polling stations, ensure polling stations have space to 
allow polling staff to check documents.   

“The sycamore tree that stands proud in middle of 
the triangle in the village of Astbury, near Congleton, 
forms the base of a stunning display of Christmas 
lights each year, this year was no different!  The 
display is put together by a handful of locals who 
give their imagination, time and resources free of 
charge, year in year out, to create a spectacle that 
people travel from far and wide to see.  You know 
that Christmas has started when the tree is light 
up!  This year they made the decision to display a 
group of smaller trees and give local individuals and 
businesses a chance to be involved by making a dona-
tion to St Marys Church, Astbury, in return for hav-
ing a tree lit in their name.   We would like to extend 
our thanks to those involved in any way with the dis-
play, and wish everyone a great 2023” 
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ANNUAL PARISHES MEETING 2023 

Newbold Astbury cum Moreton Parish Council will 
hold its Annual Parishes Meeting on Wednesday 
12th. April 2023  at 7.30 pm. in Astbury Village 
Hall. 

There will be a Chairman’s Report. 

There will also be an opportunity to discuss Parish Issues. 

Full details and further information will be found shortly on the 
Website and in the next Newsletter. 

https://astbury-parish.org.uk/survey2022results
https://astbury-parish.org.uk/neighbourhood-plan/


News from Astbury School 
 
 Astbury children have been busy competing in 
local sports events. Teams of    children visited 
Congleton High School to take part in indoor    
athletics events. Older children also took part in a 
cross-country tournament at Eaton Bank  Academy 
running in some freezing conditions – each child 
finished the race showing real determination and 
perseverance.  
 The swimming team will be in action next 
month, taking part in the Rotary Swimathon!  
 To find out more information about our 
school, visit www.astburyschool.org.uk  and     
follow us on facebook                                
https://www.facebook.com/astburyschool  
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The WI were back in action quite quickly at the beginning of the year, with a meeting in the first week 
of January. Happy New Year to all members and friends. This first meeting, so early in the year always 
takes us a little by surprise and is never so well attended as other months. However, we had a good,   
proactive, social meeting on Wednesday 4th January.  

 President Margaret welcomed all those who were present. She shared the poem that she had  
written for the competition “Something beginning with J”,  reading it from her mobile since she had 
“stupidly forgotten“  her actual, printed and framed entry, which  she had inadvertently left at home.  

 After the usual thank yous by to Jane Tarrant, who had brought flowers for the President ’s Table, to Cath     
Cunliffe for making the  pretty birthday buttonholes, and to all other helpers, the buttonholes were given to those 
members with a January birthday. These included our President, who celebrates a “ special birthday” later in the month. 
She was very touched to receive a special buttonhole, and to find that  refreshments would be cakes in her honour. She 
was thankful that there were no candles , which in their profusion might have been considered a fire hazard.  

 Catherine Pedley reminded us of the Dane Valley group events, looking back on December ’s  Carol Service, which  
had been held in Goostrey Methodist Chapel.  Carol Steer had represented Astbury WI, reading her own poem entitled 
“Donkey Fred.” Catherine also  told us of forthcoming events, including the  opportunity to book places on a group     
holiday to the Yorkshire Dales. She also told us about the Spring Group Meeting  at Lower Withington how are you    
Village Hall.     Entertainment will be  provided by Rob Mason with a presentation called “Northern Humour and Song”. 
Catherine will have more details concerning the competition and our role  for that evening next month.  

 Anita and Joan had attended a meeting at the bowling club on our behalf. We are hoping that perhaps more of our 
members will give bowling a go in 2023.  

 Margaret gave members a few dates for their diaries.  

The Knit and Natter group will meet for the first time this year at The Horseshoe on Monday 9th January at 12.00. 
They plan to have tweaked the postbox topper to represent winter rather than Christmas prior to that. Watch this 
space ! Our Knit and Natter group meet weekly and are always happy to see members or friends, who wish to join them 
for a natter, to try knitting or crochet, for a coffee, or for lunch. 

 The strollers will be doing a gentle stroll around Astbury Mere on 16th January weather permitting. Both of 
these groups are always happy to welcome any member (or friend) who fancies coming along to get to know us all better.  

 There will be a Winter Lunch at Alexandra Court  on 8th February at 12pm. Members wishing to attend should 
contact Liz who has a menu. A deposit of £10 will also be needed by 27th January. 

 Many thanks to Di Malkin, who had familiarised herself with the proposed resolutions to be voted upon, with the 
entire National Federation of the WI getting behind the chosen one . It gives us all a chance to be part of the process 
of “making a difference” on issues of national or global importance. Di had prepared a brief summary of the proposed 
resolutions and talked us through the issues involved in each one. We discussed  ways in which we could make a differ-
ence. Members present voted for the resolution they would like to see go forward to National Federation . Liz will be 
contacting members  unable to attend the meeting for their votes. 

  The Committee and regular helpers had their annual dinner at The Forum on Wednesday 11th January at 7pm. We 
had a really enjoyable banquet with lots of lovely food. It was a very pleasant evening  

 Many members were saddened to hear of the death of Kathleen Davenport,  a     valued member of our WI family 
on 7th January at Astbury Mere Care Home. Kathleen had been a member of Astbury WI since 1954. She never lost her 
enthusiasm for news of our activities even though recently she was not able to attend. Our  President Margaret will 
miss her telephone calls, often received around the day of our meeting, to enquire what we were busy  doing, and to 
hear news of friends in WI. Kathleen was a very active member of the WI for many years, she came to  Knit and Natter 
and to our seasonal lunches before the pandemic. She was also  a much loved member of our bowls team. When she be-
gan to struggle with mobility she was still keen  to come along and be part of the team, happily marking our score cards 
and chatting to friends. At the last meeting she was able  to attend, Margaret had the pleasure of presenting her with 
a certificate to mark her (then) 67 years as a member. Our thoughts are with Barbara and Judith and their families in 
their sad loss. I’m sure the WI will be well represented at Kathleen’s funeral on 
31st January. 

Defibrillators 
 

The Parish Council are 
looking to replace 
these, as the ones we 
have  are now over 10 
years old. An update 
will be included in a 
future Newsletter. 
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Who are we? Please feel free to get in touch 

Judith Critchlow(Chair) 01260272174 (M) Carlton Evans(Clerk)07734808677 Nick Plant(vice chair)07801545402 (A) 

Andy Banks 01260 281194 (A)               Nick Barton 01260 280678 (A)            Peter Cliff 01260 275700          (M)                     

Phill Critchlow 01260272174  (M)                   Barbara Jelf 01477500541      (A)            Ian Parry  07917 050 443           (A)                     

Rob Lomas 01260 272061 (A)                    Nick Plant  07801 545 402      (A)            Nick Sharman 01260 271374      (A)                                 

Roger Sutton 01260 273677 (A)                   John Ward 07788418264         (A)      Megan Bailey   01260 641292     (M)              

(A) - Newbold Astbury Ward                         (M) - Moreton cum Alcumlow Ward          

We meet in Astbury Village Hall on the 2nd. Wednesday of every month at 7.30 pm. Please feel free to come along. 

Next Meetings:  Please check the website. 

If you have an item for the next newsletter, any comments, or you would like to sponsor the mailing costs in return for including a 

leaflet, contact  Phill Critchlow. (phill.critchlow@astbury-parish.org.uk )  

 

 

James STEELE: John STEELE.  These two soldiers appear to be brothers. In 1901 the family are 
living in Spen Moss, Smallwood. Ten years later, on the 1911 census, they are residing with their   
parents Joseph and Elizabeth at  “Farm, The Village, Astbury”. Their father Joseph is a bricklayer 
cum builder. 

James STEELE was born in 1894 in Smallwood and was 17 on the 1911 census, 
living at home  (no job description) and called up for service near to the end of 
the war in June 1918. He was a private No. 662888 in the Labour Company and 
was 24 years old and 5 feet 1¼ inches tall.  After being demobbed in 1918 we 
find him next boarding in Swynnerton near Stone, Staffordshire working as a 
farm labourer. Sadly I cannot be certain of anything after 1921 (unless you 
know something?) 

John STEELE was born on 8th. December 1888 in Smallwood and on the 1911 
census he is aged 25, single, living at home and a bricklayer. I haven’t found 
any surviving military records yet. However he on the 1921 census he is living in 
Astbury Marsh with his wife Emily (nee Bayley, married 1912 civil service, Congleton) with a son 
George Harry aged 5. John is a bricklayer employed by a Mr. J S Ward of The Limes, Buglawton. He 
has a daughter Sylvia Lacy born 1925 and on the 1939 register the family are living at Rose Cottage, 
Astbury Marsh, where John is still a bricklayer. John finally passed away on the 24th. May 1959 and 
was buried with his parents in the new cemetery at Astbury . Also recorded on the gravestone is a 
memorial to his brother Harry STEELE who died 5th. August 1916 in France (who is on the War  
Memorial and was in a previous Newsletter.) 

James PARR. I have not been able to find any surviving military records for this guy up to now. I 
think he was born on 20th. February 1883 in Congleton to George Parr, a boot repairer and Harriet 
his wife. In 1911 they are living in Heywood Street, Congleton, where James is aged 28, single and 
also a boot repairer. He marries Gertrude Vautier in Canterbury 25/8/1920 and is living there by 
the time of the 1921 census and he is a boot and shoe dealer. By 1939 he is a retired school porter, 
still living in Canterbury. He died on 12/7/1944 in Canterbury. 

(if you know anything about any of these men, please contact us, thank you.) 

Clerks email for any correspondence:    clerk@astbury-parish.org.uk 

ASTBURY ROLL OF HONOUR  

1918 1914 

mailto:clerk@astbury-parish.org.uk

