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Hello and welcome to our first Newsletter of 2017!

The “Live” Nativity 2016
On behalf of everyone who saw them, the
Parish Council would like to say a big
“Thank-You” to everyone involved in any way
with the lights!
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2000 Year Old Story Plays to Record Crowds
Yet again Astbury’s Live Nativity Play attracted capacity
audiences for both nights. Those fortunate to attend
enjoyed the spectacle of a costumed enactment of the
plight of Mary & Joseph as they journeyed around
Bethlehem, looking a lot like the Village at Astbury,
searching for a place to stay for the night.
Accompanying them on this perilous journey were groups of
children wrapped up in warm coats, bright hats, red noses
and even antlers, who with their parents, provided guiding
lights and encouragement.
Carols were sung with much gusto at each stop along the
way and commentary offered by a quite knowledgeable
fellow masquerading as the Spirit of Christmas who seemed
to know each twist and turn of this amazing story.
The procession encountered some startled Shepherds who
spoke of a visit by singing Angels telling of an important
birth and that the baby and his parents could be found
resting in the lowly stable at nearby Glebe Farm.
Eventually the whole procession arrived at the stables to
witness the visit of the three Wise Men and all paid
homage to the infant Jesus before singing carols and
feasting on mince pies, hot chocolate and mulled wine.
A grand total of £900.00 was raised and will go to St.
Mary’s Church!

Neighbourhood Plan Update
You should all have received your copy of the
Neighbourhood Plan which was posted out in December.
Thank you to all those Parishioners who have
commented on the Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan
document issued to all households and stakeholders in
December 2015.

WEBSITE
Have you used our website -- astbury-parish.org.uk -- yet?
It contains everything you need to know about how the
parish council operates and how it spends your money, and
contact details (including email) for our clerk, Julie Mason
and all our councillors.
It also tries to keep you posted on all upcoming roadworks
in the two parishes, and any other news that might be
useful for our residents. We'll be working on improving the
site's features and appearance, and we're open to any
suggestions for extra content -- email me at
webmaster@astbury-parish.org.uk.
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Overall feedback has been very positive and
encouraging.

The Neighbourhood Plan Document, Statement of
Condition and Statement of Consultation have now all
been lodged with Cheshire East Council under the next
Regulation 16 Stage of the process.
The Local Authority will publicise the Proposals and
submit to independent inspection in the forthcoming
weeks before a Parish Referendum will be implemented
to adopt the Neighbourhood Plan.
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This may come in handy! Cut out and keep!

The Parish Council would like to thank Strikes
Garden Centre at Astbury Meadow for their
generous donation of daffodil bulbs this year. They
will be used along the verges of the A34 from
Chance Hall Lane to Brownlow Heath Lane, and by
the Parish Boundary signs that were installed last
summer!

All Parishioners are
warmly invited to attend
the

To be held at Astbury Village
Hall on Wednesday 10th.
May at 7.00 pm.
How well do you know your Parishes?
What is this, and where would
you find it?
(answer at end of the Newsletter)

The Parish Council AGM will be held
afterwards at approx. 7.30.

Continuing the remembrance of the men who laid down their lives for their country and whose names are on the War
Memorial in Astbury Churchyard.
Our next soldier, William Pulford, was not a local man but was from the East of England. William’s short life seemed to be based
around gardening and agriculture, his grandfather and father being of the same ilk too, all based in the Norfolk/Suffolk borders.
William was the second son of William George and Sarah Pulford nee Walker (married at South Elmham St. James 23 October 1886.)
and he had six siblings, an older brother George and five sisters, Flora, Ethel, Grace, Kathleen and Violet. William himself was born
in 1893 and was christened at South Elmham St. James, Suffolk on 17th September 1893. Sometime during the next 8 years the
family moved to Broome, near Bungay, Suffolk and this is where the children spent their childhood as they are there on the 1901 and
1911 census. On the 1911 census William is still at home aged 17 and is a cowman on a farm.
William’s father George William (but known as William) was christened at Bungay St. Mary on the 16th November 1862. His mother
was Marion Pulford (or Miriam) nee Gooch who had married George William’s father John at South Elmham St. George, 4 years
previously on 1st June 1858. They seem to have had only 2 children: Alice b 1860 and George William above. John appears to have
had a hard life, he is shown as an agricultural labourer on the 1841 census, but by 1851 he is an inmate at Wangford Union Workhouse near Bungay as a pauper and ag. Lab. Ten years later things must have improved as he is living in a cottage with his wife and
daughter Alice in Wangford. However things must have gone downhill again as 10 years later he is back in the Workhouse again with
Alice and William, but no wife (she must have died in this period) John however would live long enough to see his grandson William
Pulford born in 1893, as he didn’t pass away until 1897.
Sometime between when the 1911 census was taken on the night of 2nd April and joining the Forces in 1915, William must have got a
job as a gardener for the Shakerley-Ackers family at Great Moreton Hall, as when he enlisted in Congleton on 25th October 1915, he
gives his address as Moreton Hall, and his next of kin as his mother Sarah, in Bungay.
On enlistment he is 22 years and 2 months old, unmarried, 5 feet 10 inches tall, having no distinguishing marks and weighs 9 stone 4
pounds. His service number was gunner 59768 of the Royal Garrison Artillery. His service record shows he was in Military Hospital
from 18 April 1916 to 2 May 1916 with influenza. He then embarked at Southampton on 27 June 1916, disembarking at Le Havre the
next day. He was promoted to Bombardier on 20 April 1917 but sadly was killed in action on the Somme 21 March 1918. He has no
known grave, which suggests that he was killed by shellfire or was buried by shelling after death. He is remembered on the Pozieres
Memorial on the Somme, France. Both his parents survived him, his mother until 1920 and his father until 1938.
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Parish Council Meetings 2017:

March 8th./April 12th./May10th./June 14th./July 12th.

Who are we? Please feel free to get in touch!
John Carter (Chairman) 01260 275828
Charles Kennerly 01260 272205

Andy Banks 01260 281194

Julie Mason (Clerk) 01260 641854
Phill and Judith Critchlow 01260 272174

Nick Barton 01260 280678

Peter Stanway 01260 273532

Roger Sutton 01260 273677
Peter Cliff 01260 275700

Nick Sharman 01260 271374 Rob Lomas 01260 272061

Sally-Ann Banks 01260 281964

Nick Plant

07801 545 402

We meet in Astbury Village Hall on the 2nd. Wednesday of every month at 7.30 pm. Please feel free to come along.
If you have an item for the next newsletter, any comments, or you would like to sponsor the mailing costs in return for including a
leaflet, contact Phill Critchlow. (pcritchlow@talk21.com)

Milepost on the Macclesfield Canal near to Ackers Crossing, between bridges No:84 Deakin’s and No:85 Simpson’s .

