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• John Carruthers

• Highway & Transport Consultant with 33 years of professional 
experience in the public and private sectors

• Experience includes major traffic studies and road safety 
investigations throughout the UK



Road traffic accidents have a 
severe impact on people’s 
lives and are, understandably, 
one of the highest concerns 
for people whether they live 
in an urban or rural area.



Firstly, some 
background -

There has been a reduction in 
road accident casualties in 
Great Britain since 1966 and 
particularly since 2000



Road accident fatalities have 
also reduced since 1966 but 
still account for almost 2,000 
deaths per year (38 people 
each week)





The reduction in road 
traffic casualties and 
fatalities has been despite 
a significant increase in 
road traffic over the last 
20 years
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Summary of Road Safety Study

• The total number of recorded injury accidents on the road network in 
the Astbury area has increased from 6 to 12 between 2007-11 and 
2012-16.  There were 25 recorded injury accidents in the area in the 5 
year period 1999 – 2003.

• The number of serious and fatal accidents in the study area has 
increased from 2 to 3 in the period 2012-2016 compared with 2007-
2011. There were no serious or fatal accidents in the study area in the 
5 year period 1999-2003.









Risks on the Minor Rural Road Network

• Higher traffic speeds than in built-up areas

• Lack of footways and street lighting for pedestrians

• Other vulnerable road users such as cyclists, motorcyclists, 
joggers, dog walkers and equestrians etc..



Actions to Reduce Risk

Publicity campaigns to increase road users awareness of risks and speed information signs

Individuals to consider their safety whether as pedestrians, cyclists, joggers, dog walkers 
etc. – select safe routes and time of travel, if possible. Bright clothing and lights during 
periods of poor light / darkness. 

Drivers and motorcyclists / scooter riders to consider their speed at all times for the 
prevailing road conditions and weather.

Highway Code has excellent advice – all road users should remind themselves of the advice 
to reduce their risk of being involved in an accident



The most effective way to improve Road Safety is with 
the 3 ‘E’ s :

• Education

• Engineering

• Enforcement































Summary
• The UK has one of the lowest road traffic casualty rates in the world and this rate 

has reduced significantly over the last 20 years despite a significant increase in 
traffic flows.

• The road network in Astbury has shown a 100% increase in the number of recorded 
injury accidents in the 5 year period 2012-2016 compared with 2007-2011.

• All road users (pedestrians, cyclists, riders, drivers and equestrians), should be 
aware of the particular risks they face on country roads and should take action to 
minimise the risk based on road safety advice in the Highway Code.

• The new developments in the area and the associated new road infrastructure will 
result in changes to the traffic flows and safety on the local highway network and 
these changes should be monitored to allow early intervention if any problems 
arise.

Thank you.
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Thank you for joining us this evening

WE MEET HERE IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THE 2ND

WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

Contact Julie Mason (clerk)
jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com

01260 641 854


